
 June/July 2015 Volume 8  Issue 6 

Hillsborough Happenings 
The Hillsborough  Township Public School District is committed to providing a superior education 

for all students so they will lead us successfully and responsibly into the future. ~Hillsborough 
Township School District Mission Statement 

 

Jorden Schiff, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
 

Lisa M. Antunes, Ed.D. 
Assistant Superintendent for  

Curriculum & Instruction 
 
 

Aiman Mahmoud 
Business Administrator/ 

Board Secretary 
 
 

Joel Handler 
Director of Technology  

Education 
 
 

Michael Volpe 
Director of  Human        

Resources 
 
 

Kathryn Warlick 
Director of Special Services 

Board of  

Education 
 
 

Thomas Kinst 
President 

 
Jennifer Haley 
Vice President 

 
Dana Boguszewski 

 
Deena Centofanti 

 
Steven Cohen 

 
Debashis Dutta 

 
Gregory Gillette 

 
Judith Haas 

 
Lorraine A. Soisson 

 

Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

Congratulations to the Hillsborough High School 
Class of 2015! The weather held up long enough 
on June 18 for the Class of 2015 to have their 
graduation ceremonies on Noonan Field. Parents, 
students, faculty, administration and board 
members enjoyed a collective sigh of relief as 
students paraded out to the stadium. I would like 
to thank the outstanding efforts of the high school 
administration and staff for their tireless work in 
making sure the day was a memorable 
celebration.   
 
I would like to update the community on the 
district’s ESIP (Energy Savings Improvement 
Plan) that began about one year ago. Overall, 
approximately 60% of these self-funded energy 
projects are complete with continued work 
planned throughout the summer. Completed 
projects include LED lighting in classrooms and 
parking lots;  boiler, transformer and thermostat 
replacements; water conservation measures; and 
a portion of window replacements at the high 
school. Perhaps most significant are the air 

conditioning upgrades on the second floor of  
Auten Road Intermediate School and sections at 
Hillsborough High School. The second floor at 
ARIS experienced air conditioning for the first 
time during the last few weeks of school! The 
high school project is expected to be completed 
over the summer months. Our representatives 
from Honeywell, the district’s project 
management team, will provide a full update at 
an upcoming Board of Education meeting.   
 
As the school year came to a close, we 
recognized our retirees at a Board of Education 
meeting.  Several of our retirees spent over thirty 
years as teachers in our district teaching, guiding 
and changing the lives of hundreds of children. 
On behalf of the administration and the Board of 
Education, I wish all of our retirees health and 
happiness in the future. 
 
In closing, enjoy the summer months! Schools 
reopen on Thursday, September 3! 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes 

The most wonderful time of the year for you and 
your family may be the holidays, it may be the 
beginning of the school year, or it may be the end 
of the school year and the long, lazy days of 
summer. Engaging in summer activities that 
reinforce skills and concepts learned throughout 
the year may be beneficial for your child and fun 
for the entire family! Here are just a few 
suggestions: 
 
 Keep a weather chart including temperature 

and observations 
 
 Create mathematics problems out of real 

life situations; especially problems concerning 
money, time, distance, shopping, budgeting, 
and predicting 

 

 Choose a word-of-the-day and encourage 
your child to research it and look for it in his/
her reading 

 
 Start or expand a collection of feathers, 

flowers, rocks, shells, or anything else your 
child finds interesting and discuss how to 
organize and classify them 

 
 Read, Read, Read to a younger child, a 

pet, or even a stuffed animal 
 
 Discover new and exciting places— 

anything that is different from what is 
typically seen at home 
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Can you believe we have completed another 
school year? It seems as if we had just begun 
our journey into the 2014-2015 school year 
and we are already at the finish line. May and 
June were busy months filled with class trips, 
Field Day, Locks of Love, Young Author’s 
Sharing Day, Multicultural Week, Business 
Expo, Regions Projects, special projects and 
assemblies. Whew! 
 
Amsterdam School would like to thank ASHA 
for our song writing assembly and the 
Pushcart Player Assembly, Celebrating New 
Jersey. The children really enjoyed these 
outstanding programs. We all are looking 
forward to hearing our new student-created 
school song! It is programs like these that help 
to make Amsterdam School a special place for 
children!  
 
On June 5, we held our 12th Annual Locks of 
Love program run by Lisa Caudill, 4th grade 
teacher. Over 30 students, parents, teachers 
and friends made the ―cut‖ for this amazing 
cause. The theme of this year’s program was 
―Pay it Forward‖. We were inspired by all those 
who unselfishly gave something of themselves 
to help others. 
 
This year, Rebecca Oliver (ESL Teacher) and 
Tara Penyak (Spanish Teacher)  helped 
Amsterdam School celebrate multicultural 
week in many ways. First, the students 
completed a project at home, which was then 
displayed in the commons area of the school. 

Students decorated 
circles with clipart, 
words, and drawings 
to represent a country 
of their choice. Fourth 
g r a d e  s t u d e n t s 
displayed posters 
made to represent 
Sp a n i s h - s p e a k i n g 
c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s 
comp lemen ted  a 
collaborative project 
completed during 
Spanish and library 
lessons. An assembly 
was held to start off the week and multiple 
presentations were made. Each student 
made a heritage flag to parade into the 
assembly as music was played throughout 
the building. Students wore clothing from 
their heritage country or the colors of their 
heritage flag. The assembly started off with 
the character education committee 
discussing the idea of acceptance. Then, 
the multicultural week committee 
discussed spirit days for the week and 
showed a video that ESL students created. 
In the video, ESL students discussed some 
traditions and showed props from their 
country of origin. Last, the Amsterdam 
eagle made its first appearance to 
complement the idea of where the eagle 
has landed for the week. Our school 
mascot made stops at different countries 
throughout the week and students came to 
school excited to see where he landed 
each day. Students continued to do 
activities in their classrooms and 
participate in spirit days throughout the 
week. The week was wonderful and a 
chance for students to show pride in their 
heritage countries and learn about other 
world cultures.  
 
Amsterdam School’s annual student writing 
celebration, Young Author’s Day, has 
officially landed in the 21st century! Our 
Teacher of Writing, Liv Bowring created a 
challenge for our school. As a result, all of 
our students have written and published 
folktales using a variety of digital publishing 

apps. For kindergarten students this 
means each child created an audio 
recording of themselves reading or 
singing a traditional nursery rhyme. For 
transitional primary through 2nd grade, 
students created their own versions of 
familiar folktales, such as Little Blue 
Riding Hood, The Three Little Aliens, 
and The Gingerbread Teachers. Third 
grade students created their own 
Porquoi stories—traditional tales that 
explain how things came to be, and 4th 
grade students wrote their own Tall 
Tales. Students used digital storytelling 
apps like Lensoo, Little Bird Tales, and 
MoveNote to record these stories, 
updating the tradition of oral storytelling 
for a new generation of writers. By 
creating QR codes for every story, 
students can visit other classrooms 
with their tablets and scan stories to 
hear. With staff and students dressed 
up as familiar folktale characters, this 
year’s Digital Folktale Festival was an 
exciting experience for everyone. We 
have started a new writing tradition 
sharing these creative and funny 
stories.  
 
Under the direction of art teacher Mrs. 
Katherine Nicolai, the students of 
Amsterdam School created a mural 
inspired by the book, The Dot written 
by Peter Reynolds. In The Dot, Vashti 
feels that she cannot draw and her 

(Continued on page 11) 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

created by the P.E. staff, where they travel 
on scooters to various shops. Each student 
is provided a bag with pretend money to 
spend at the shops. Students have the 
opportunity to travel through a drive-thru car 
wash; pet shop; movie theater; video 
arcade; a park where they can fish, play golf 
and bowl; and, of course, a bank. The 3rd 
and 4th grade students work the stations 
and help the younger students find the 
correct coins for each station. This is a 
great learning experience for all students. 
The 3rd and 4th graders also get to visit 
Golf Town, which is an 18-hole mini-golf 
course. Students learn golf terms such as 
par and birdie and also learn how to keep 
score. They use the skill of putting to hit the 
ball through or around obstacles to get it in 
the hole.   
 
Spring brought many fun literacy activities 
to students, as well. Throughout April, 
students brought in books that they no 
longer wanted. Those books were collected, 
and the students were able to trade them 
for new books in a school-wide book 
swap. Every HES student was able to bring 
at least one book home. Judging by their 
smiling faces as they carried "new" books 
back to their classroom, the book swap was 
a success. 
 
Speaking of smiling faces… our recent 
visiting Young Author's Day guest made the 
students and staff of HES laugh, laugh, and 
laugh some more. Author and illustrator 
Kevin O'Malley autographed books and 
spoke to students about his writing 
process. Students were also able to 
participate in a Young Author's Day activity 
in the gym. Many people, including our 
reading specialist, Mrs. Krawski; librarian, 
Mrs. Fox; teacher of writing, Mrs. Goodwin; 
physical education teacher, Ms. Rutz; and 
parent volunteer, Mr. Cooper worked 
together to provide the students with a very 
memorable Young Author's Day. 
 
On Friday, June 5, the 4th grade students 
went to Hillsborough Racquetball Club and 
explored various ways to stay active while 
celebrating the end of their elementary 
school years. It was a fun-filled day of 

The Hillsborough Elementary School Stars 
enjoyed many opportunities to combine fun and 
education within their own grade level or as part 
of school-wide activities during the last weeks 
of school. 
 
On June 12, HES gathered for an assembly to 
celebrate Flag Day. Many veterans ranging 
from parents, grandparents, and great-
grandparents attended the ceremony sitting on 
stage alongside the student who invited them to 
school. Each veteran had the opportunity to say 
a few words to the students and staff. Also 
during the assembly winners were announced 
for those who participated in a writing contest 
entitled, ―What the Flag Means to Me‖. Students 
also made cards to be sent overseas, which 
were presented to a representative from New 
Jersey Cares. Finally, Committeeman Frank 
DelCore spoke regarding his appreciation for 
the veterans on stage, honoring the flag, and 
being a part of this wonderful celebration.  
 
Field Day is always a highlight of a child’s 
elementary school experience. This year, the 
kindergarten students enjoyed their first HES 
Field Day and loved all the ―awesome‖ 
activities. The students showed good 
sportsmanship when they didn't win and 
impressed the staff with how they handled 
themselves. They also really enjoyed eating in 
the cafeteria with the other kindergarten classes 
and showed how much they have all grown up 
this past year. 
 
The school-wide Field Day was held on May 29, 
and what an amazing day it was! Students 
participated in 14 different stations which 
involved relays, throwing games, water games, 
and cooperation activities, and the 3rd and 4th 
grades participated in a tug of war. The theme 
for the stations this year was food names, so, 
as the students traveled from station to station, 
they also learned about healthy food choices 
and foods from around the world. Students 
were also provided a free lunch sponsored by 
the HES HSA. It was a fun-tastic day for 
everyone. We would also like to thank the 140 
parent volunteers who helped run the stations 
this year, making the day possible. 
 
Tiny Town and Golf Town are two activities that 
the students look forward to every year. 
Students in grades K-2 get to visit a small town 

events that included different court 
games, and the students also learned to 
get their "groove on" by learning and 
performing a dance choreographed by 
teachers from Premiere Dance of 
Hillsborough. In addition, the students 
raced each other while climbing through 
a giant inflatable… even Ms. Eckstein 
got in on the action! Through fundraising 
efforts by the HES HSA, students were 
also treated to lunch and dessert. 
Overall, it was a wonderful way to 
celebrate the end of the school year! 
 
HES was proud to have 38 girls 
participate in the IRUN program under 
the direction of Mrs. Hopson and Mrs. 
Kornberger. The girls met each week 
and learned how to boost their self-
esteem while getting physically fit. More 
than 10 other teachers also volunteered 
their time each week to motivate and 
inspire these girls. The season 
culminated with  the YMCA Hillsborough 
HOP 5K. For so many of these girls, it 
was their first time crossing a finish line 
at a race. Tears filled their eyes after 
e x p e r i e n c i n g  s u c h  a  g r e a t 
accomplishment.  
 
Mrs. Wright’s 4th grade class performed 
a very ―punny‖ play called ―Historical 
Hysteria‖. This was the culminating 
activity for the literacy unit on Poetry 
and Plays. Each student had a speaking 
part, with some students undertaking 
roles such as Ben Franklin, Harriet 
Tubman, and Mark Twain. Not only did 
the students have a wonderful time 
performing for their parents and for 
several other classes, but they learned a 
lot of information about history. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

even jokes told by the clown fish. What 
a great job kindergartners! 
  
Kindergarten students also learned 
about spring holidays, weather, space, 
farm animals and celebrated Earth 
Day. The biggest activity was learning 
about the life cycle of a chick. After 
incubating and observing the eggs for 
three weeks, students watched them 
hatch and took care of them for four 
days. Parents and family members 
were invited in to meet the chicks, 
make a chick craft, and hear a special 
Spanish song taught  to our 
kindergartners by Señora Lewis, our 
Spanish teacher. What a great 
learning experience this was for our 
kindergartners! 
                                          
First Grade 
Sunnymead 1st graders are exploring 
the arts! This spring every 1st grade 
class participated in a field trip to the 
Princeton Art Museum. The trip was 
organized by art teacher, Ari Dlugacz. 
During the trip, classes divided into 
two groups. Small groups of students 
and chaperones toured the museum 
led by docents from the Princeton Art 
Museum. The students explored 
collections from Claude Monet, Henry 
Moore, Paul Cezanne, Jean Bodin, 
Greek and 
Roman Art 
( a r t i s t s 
unknown), and 
A n c i e n t 
Chinese Art 
( a r t i s t s 
unknown). The 
second group 
of students 
a n d  t h e i r 
chaperones , 
led by Mr. 

Technology 
Sunnymead School is a technology-
infused environment for students across 
all disciplines. Students use technology to 
discover, create, evaluate, and 
communicate and are able to do that 
because they have universal access 
anytime anywhere in school through our 
Nexus tablets and our shared 
Chromebooks. 
  
Sunnymead School was invited to share a 
"Spotlight on Students" with the Board of 
Education at the May 11, 2015 meeting. 
Students in Mrs. Levinski's 4th grade 
class presented a student-created 
presentation about how technology is 
used across the curriculum at 
Sunnymead. The students highlighted an 
interdisciplinary unit related to weather 
and state research. The students 
described how they selected a state to 
research and then used Google Draw to 
create a poster to present their research 
findings. The students then used 
technology to get a deeper understanding 
of weather in their state and its effects on 
them and our world. From tracking and 
evaluating weather factors, to creating 
documents that shared our knowledge of 
weather and severe weather events, and 
through live-presentations of weather 
reports and weather-related Reader's 
Theater performances which were 
recorded and shared with families through 
a class website, students used technology 
to enhance and deepen their learning. 
 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten students had their very first 
music concert led by our music teacher 
Mrs. Damiano. It was an ocean adventure 
called ―Go Fish‖. It was about a great 
white shark who wanted to make friends 
but no one wanted to play with him. The 
children told the story through songs, 
dancing and speaking parts. There were 

Dlugacz, toured the grounds of 
Princeton University to view the 
amazing collection of sculptures and 
gardens. Students were able to relax 
and sketch in the serene art-inspiring 
environment.   
 
The exploration of arts did not end 
with the museum trip. First graders 
have been busy learning about the 
text features of informational text. 
Armed with this new knowledge, they 
have researched about a favorite 
animal and created their own 
nonfiction book about that animal. 
Their final published book was 
displayed, along with other pieces of 
writing at a Writing Portfolio 
celebration. Each student has been 
collecting pieces of their writing 
throughout the year and took the 
opportunity to reflect on their writing 
and select pieces for their final 
display board. Displays were 
arranged in the auditorium and 
parents were able to view all the hard 
work completed by their budding 
writers! There wasn’t a dry eye in the 
room! 
 

Students ready to sing “The Star Spangled Banner” on the 
field at Somerset Patriots Stadium, a tradition for 4th graders 
at Sunnymead School. 
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

Wow! It’s hard to believe that the school 
year is over! After this freezing cold winter, 
the warm weather seemed like it would 
never be here!! At Triangle School, we 
ended the school year with a bang. We 
held our annual school-wide fun day on 
Friday, May 29 and had fantastic weather. 
Students enjoyed all of their outdoor 
activities and celebrated the beginning of 
the end of the school year.  
 
Throughout the week of June 3, parents 
and guests were invited into classrooms to 
share the students’ writing efforts. Many 
guests joined our classes for this exciting 
event. On June 5, we held our annual 
Young Author’s Day, welcoming Peter 
Brown to Triangle School. This year’s 
theme was based on Brown’s book, My 
Teacher is a Monster, and Mrs. Knutsen 

went all out with the decorations! 
The day was kicked off with the 
premier of the 2nd Annual Triangle 
School staff video, this year to the 
song ―Firework‖ and students rocked 
for the rest of the day. After a great 
assembly, Mr. Brown had lunch with 
selected 3rd graders and met with 
each of the 4th grade classes for a 
book signing. A great time was had 
by all.  
 
On June 12, Triangle School 
celebrated Flag Day with a moving 
assembly. The voices of our 

students rose in 
s o n g  a n d 
p a t r i o t i c 
feelings. 
 
I’d like to take 
this opportunity 
to wish our 
outgoing 4 th 
graders the best 
of luck next year 
at Auten Road 
School. We will 
miss them! 
 

 

Triangle School...... it’s 
GRRRRRREAT!!! 



A lot of impressive work occurred 
throughout Woodfern School as we came 
to the end of the school year. Fourth grade 
REACH students analyzed artwork created 
by Marc Chagall, a famous artist. Students 
came to the conclusion that Chagall’s 
colorful, dreamlike works were a mixture of 
fantasy and memory. In Chagall’s case, his 
Russian Jewish heritage was an important 

part of his life, and so it became an 
important part of his art as well. 
Students then ―looked inside‖ their own 
imaginations to discover what is 
important in their lives. They each 
asked themselves, ―What stands out 
inside my mind’s eye?‖ 
 

Students elaborated on those 
ideas and figured out ways to 
represent them. After researching 
some basics related to art 
composition, students then each 
synthesized, or put together, their 
ideas into the form of an original 
painting. After finishing their 
paintings, students simulated an 
art auction in which they ―sold‖ 
prints of their work to other 4th 
graders. In doing so, students 
were able to communicate and 
share their ideas with their 
classmates. 
 
The 4th grade REACH students 
became more self-aware as they 
p r o g r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h i s 
project. They not only defined what 
was important to themselves on 
the inside, but also learned to think 
outside themselves and express 
their ideas in unique, complex 
ways. 
 
Woodfern School would like to say 
thank you to everyone who helped 
make this such a special school 
year. Our journey would not have 
been possible without the amazing 
support and generosity received 
from our Home and School 
Association. All of our roadrunners 
are truly lucky to have such 
supportive parents and live in a 
community so readily willing to 
help at every turn. Thank you 
again!  

 
 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

As the 2014-2015 school year came to a 
close, I was reminded of what a wonderful 
year of learning it has been.  Our children 
have grown in their academic skills, made 
new friends, and created fond memories 
that I hope will be with them for a lifetime. 
 
On behalf of the teaching and support 
staff of Woods Road School, I would like 
to thank every family for continuing to 
support your child’s efforts. The staff has 
done an excellent job of supporting our 
students and parents. I am enormously 
proud of the accomplishments of our 
students and faculty. Special thanks to our 
energetic and supportive HSA. Without 
their dedication and commitment, many 
activities would not have been possible. 
Thank you to everyone who has given 
their time, talents, and treasures to 
support and improve our school. We could 
not possibly operate without the support of 
our parents and volunteers who give with 
a generous loving heart. 
  
As part of an annual tradition, Woods 
Road 4th grade students took the lead on 
a community service project. This year's 
project was an art supply drive, held in 
conjunction with Woods Road’s 2nd 
Annual Art Show held on Friday, June 5, 
and Saturday, June 6. Woods Road 
families were asked to bring a variety of 
art supplies to benefit the ArtWorks 
Foundation, which provides art supplies 
and workshops to children suffering from 
chronic illnesses, as well as their siblings 
(www.artworksfoundation.org). Fourth 
grade students participated as: 
 Art Spokespersons - They traveled to 

pre-school through 3rd grade classes 
to inform their schoolmates about the 
art supply drive and the ArtWorks 
Foundation. 

 Broadcast Announcers - Some 
students made announcements over 
the PA system throughout the week  

 Creators of Inspiration Cards - all 4th 
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grade students created an 
inspirational card to give 
to those who will receive 
the art supplies. 

 Helpers - assisted in the 
collection of art supplies 
donations at the art show; 
helped with the inventory 
and packed supplies for 
delivery. 

 
We raised a total of $208 and 
a lot of art supplies. 
 
On June 14, we celebrated Flag Day 
with our annual ceremony. Students 
sang patriotic songs such as, My 
Country Tis of Thee, 50 Nifty, Yankee 
Doodle Dandy, and Proud to be an 
American to name a few. Our 
culminating activity of this celebration 
was another amazing movie by Mrs. 
Rothblatt which included the third and 
final WRS teachers singing and 
dancing to Born in the USA, by Bruce 
Springsteen.  (Click here to watch the 
video.) This day also served as a wrap 
up celebration of our character 
education study of Citizenship. 
 
Along with Flag Day celebrations, 
other special events that took place 
during the month of June, included 
WRS Field Day, 4th Grade Day, End 
of the Year Awards Assembly, as well 
as a special ―Wildcat Memories‖ end of 
the year iMovie created by Mrs. 
Rothblatt. Thank you Mrs. Rothblatt for 
another outstanding job! 
 
Finally, I would like to extend my best 
wishes to our graduating 4th grade 
students who are now moving up to 
Auten Road Intermediate School. 
Good luck! Please continue to make 
us proud, and always remember, 
―Show character each day, it’s the 
Wildcat Way!‖ 

 
Woods Road School….is Cool!  

Students and staff celebrated 

Red Nose Day at Woods Road School to 

help raise awareness and funds for 

children and young people living in 

poverty. The school raised $831 in total 

and had a great time doing it! 

http://www.artworksfoundation.org/
http://www.htps.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=586&ModuleInstanceID=1065&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=10702&PageID=2571


Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

congratulations to Conor Hampton for 
receiving the 2015 Gary T. Smith 
Outstanding Musical Achievement 
Award! O t h e r  A R I S  s t u d e n t s 
recognized as award nominees were 
Michael Guarnieri, Shivant Krishnan, 
and Peter Cavanaugh. 
 
5th graders celebrate Colonial Day!  
On Friday, May 29, all ARIS 5th graders 
were sent back in time to experience 
the life of the Colonists during our 
annual Colonial Day!  Following a 
welcome assembly, students began 
rotating through four different stations 
taught by our talented staff including 
rope-making, butter churning, crafting 
of silhouettes, singing and dancing, 
cross-stitching, and constructing 
whirligigs. Students continued their 
celebration throughout lunchtime! In 
addition to their traditional selections, 
Sodexo provided students with a 
Colonial option of barbequed chicken, 
corn bread, and a fresh pear. The day’s 
events concluded with an authentic Fife 
and Drum Corps complete with wool 
uniforms! They marched across the 
field playing a number of pieces and 
instructed the students in the meaning 
of each piece, the responsibilities of the 
Fife and Drum Corps, the layout of a 
camp, and the firing of a musket! 
Finally, students reflected upon the day 
with their homeroom teachers, sharing 
their favorite activities and lessons 
learned. The day earned a resounding 
―Huzza!‖ from all! 
6th graders visit HMS  

National History Day Competitions 
In June of 2014, some 6th grade students, 
along with their advisors Mrs. Patrick and 
Mrs. Sellar (teachers at Auten Road), 
became part of National History Day,  a 
year-long educational program designed 
for students in grades 6 - 12. Throughout 
the school year, these ARIS students 
researched primary and secondary 
resources to become experts on a topic 
related to this year’s theme, Leadership 
and Legacy. The students could focus on 
local, state, national, and world history 
topics. The National History Day 
Competition is both academically and 
creatively challenging and helps students 
learn many skills which can be employed 
across subjects and disciplines. In March, 
these students participated in the National 
History Day Regional Competition at 
Princeton University where they presented 
and were interviewed by experts in the 
field on the exhibit, website, or 
documentary that the students had created 
during their year-long research. Many of 
the students qualified for the state 
competition in May, which was held at 
William Paterson University. At the state 
competition, the top two finishers in each 
category qualified to compete in the 
national competition held June 14 - 18 at 
the University of Maryland at College Park. 
One student, Shivant Krishnan, qualified to 
represent the state of New Jersey and 
Auten Road Intermediate School at the 
national competition at the University of 
Maryland. 
 
Musical performances at ARIS 
Congratulations to all of our 5th and 6th 
grade budding musicians for truly 
wonderful performances this Spring. Thank 
you also to Mr. Angelone, Ms. Chaya, Ms. 
Ciacciarelli, Ms. Lansberry, Ms. Nichols, 
and Ms. Petrucelli for allowing our students 
to showcase their musical skills and 
abilities! As a special note; on behalf of the 
ARIS Instrumental Music Team, 

As a part of their transition to the 
middle school, 6th grade students had 
an opportunity to visit Hillsborough 
Middle School in early June. Students 
were shuttled over to the Middle 
School with their team teachers and 
had an opportunity to meet HMS 
Principal Dr. Trybulski and other 
faculty members. Representatives of 
the middle school’s student council 
provided a tour of the building and 
answered student questions.   
 
ARIS welcomes vising 4th graders  
Throughout the later days in May and 
early June, ARIS proudly welcomed 
4 t h  g r a d e r s  f r o m  e a c h  o f 
Hillsborough’s six elementary schools. 
Upon arrival, 4th graders had a 
chance to ask questions and take a 
tour of ARIS (with the assistance of 
student council representatives led by 
teachers Ms. Sylvia Scozzari and Ms. 
Roz Adams). Following the tour of the 
building, students met with Mr. Carey 
to hear more about Auten Road. We 
wish each of our incoming 5th graders 
a wonderful summer and we look 
forward to seeing you in September! 
 
HSA sponsored carnival 
On June 12, all students at ARIS were 
treated to a year-end carnival, 
provided by the Auten Road Home 
and School Association. Thank you 
again to each of our parent volunteers 
and the Home and School Association 
for this truly wonderful day of fun and 
celebration!  
 

**** 
On behalf the entire faculty and staff 
at Auten Road, we wish everyone a 

safe and enjoyable summer! 
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 

Hillsborough Happenings 

Eighth Grade Class Trip 
Hillsborough Middle School concluded 
the year with another fun-filled 8th grade 
class trip to historic Gettysburg, Pa and 
Hershey Park. This year’s trip involved 
over 550 students, teachers, and parent 
chaperones on 11 coach buses for the 
two-day adventure. Our first stop was a 
visit to Gettysburg National Military Park. 
Students enjoyed the new park visitor 
center which includes a museum gallery 
of interactive programs, multi-media 
presentations, and exhibits featuring the 
largest collection of civil war relics in 
America. The visitor center also hosts 
the fully restored Gettysburg Cyclorama 
that dramatically depicts ―Pickett’s 
Charge‖, and an IMAX film narrated by 
Morgan Freeman entitled ―A New Birth of 
Freedom‖, which describes the historical 
context of the American Civil War, the 
significance of the Battle of Gettysburg, 
and recounts Lincoln’s address to the 
nation that founded Gettysburg as a 
national memorial.   
 
From Gettysburg, we traveled north 
towards our hotel outside Harrisburg, PA 
where students unpacked, freshened up, 
and dressed up for an evening dinner-
dance. The next day brought an early 
wake-up call, a hearty breakfast, and a 
short ride to Hershey Park. Students and 
chaperones spent the day riding nearly a 
dozen coasters including Storm Runner, 
Great Bear, Fahrenheit, and the Roller 

Soaker, taking in a few shows, playing 
games, or just lounging in the newly 
expanded water park, the Boardwalk, 
with its wave pool and Intercoastal 
Waterway, a lazy river ride. The HMS 
class of 2015 enjoyed a great trip that 
forged lasting memories, friendships, and 
so much more to carry them on to new 
adventures that await in high school.  
 
Paul Robeson Youth Achievement 
Award 
Dr. Trybulski and science teacher Mrs. 
Kiel congratulate Ciera Appau, recipient 
of the Youth Achievement Award from 
the Paul Robeson Institute for Ethics, 
Leadership and Social Justice at Raritan 
Valley Community College for 2015. 
Ciera was nominated by HMS for her 
academic achievement and service to 
the school and community. 
 
 
 
 

HMS Band & Orchestra Perform 
National Anthem 
Members of the HMS Band & 
Orchestra performed the Star 
Spangled Banner to open the 
Somerset Patriots Game at TD 
Bank Ballpark in Bridgewater on 
June 16. Patriots’ mascots, Slider 
and Sparky, joined the band for 
some pre-game fun as well. 
 

HMS Receives NJ Heartsaver 
Award 
David Gwin and Lori Voorhees of 
the Hillsborough Township EMS/
Rescue Squad joined Dr. Trybulski 
in receiving a NJ Heartsaver Award 
f rom the  American Hear t 
Association for a partnership 
program that brought CPR training 
into 7th grade health classes this 
year. 
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The end of the school year came with a 
lot of accolades and accomplishments 
for the outstanding students at 
Hillsborough High School. 
 
On May 21, the National Art Honor 
Society and Tri-M Music Honor Society 
inducted i ts  newest  c lass o f 
distinguished members. 
 
Twenty-six HHS students have earned 
recognition in the 2016 National Merit 
Scholarship Program: Owen Bromley, 
Pavleen Cheema, Echo Chen, Caitlin 
Decker, Megan Decker, Jay Holcombe, 
Michael Huang, Morgan Hughes, Kyle 
Hurley, Andrew John, Viswajit Kandula, 
Arjun Khare, Elias Ku, Joshua Liu, 
Debbie Ma, Nicholas Masiakowski, 
Lauren Matthews, Shannon McNaul, 
Vinay Ravinder, Konstantin Rezchikov, 
Viral Shanker, Gauransju Sharma, 
Benjamin Trybulski, Vivek Verghese, 
Elena Wei, and William Yan. 
 
Trisha Datta has been selected as a 
winner of a National Merit Scholarship 
for $2,500. From a pool of nearly 1.5 

million students nationwide, 16,000 
were name semif inal ists  and 
approximately 8,000 were chosen to 
receive awards, which are fully funded 
by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation. This is an outstanding 
accomplishment for an outstanding 
student! Congratulations are also in 
order for Trisha, who was named the 
valedictorian for the Class of 2015! 
 
In a race too close to call, David Han 
and Sophia Huang were both named 
salutatorians for the graduating class, 
in the first-ever ―double salutatorian‖ 
experience at HHS. They were joined 
by Trisha Datta and senior class 
pres ident ,  Michael  Re i l ly ,  at 
graduation, where each earned the 
distinctive honor of speaking as 
representatives of their class during 
the ceremony. 
 
The cast, crew, and advisors of the 
school musical, CATS, were honored 
with nominations for recognition by the 
Paper Mill Playhouse as part of the 

Rising Star Awards program in the 
following areas: Overall Production of 
a Musical, Direction, Choreography, 
Scenic Design, Lighting Design, Hair/
Make -Up  Des ign ,  O rches t ra , 
Outstanding Chorus, and Supporting 
Actor (Kevin Bizzoco). 
 
Senior band members traveled to 
Toronto and Niagara Falls from May 
28-31, where students performed at 
the historic Casa Loma and once 
again made Hillsborough proud with 
t h e i r  m u s i c i a n s h i p  a n d 
professionalism.   
 
Congratulations to the many seniors 
who were recognized at the Senior 
Awards breakfast on the morning of 
June 4, where certificates were 
presented for noted accomplishments 
in a wide array of specific courses at 
HHS. That same evening, at the 
annual  Senior  Awards Night , 
scholarships and monetary awards 
were presented to seniors as a result 

(Continued on page 11) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 
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of departmental recognitions and 
selections made as part of the annual 
scholarship application process. An 
impressive $277,051 was given away in 
a three and a half hour presentation 
coordinated by Ms. Hillary Charney, 
Director of Guidance, and Mrs. 
Maureen Uniszkiewicz, guidance 
secretary. On behalf of all of the 
recipients and their parents, as well on 
the part of HHS, I offer my heartfelt 
appreciation for your generosity, which 
a l lows HHS to  ce lebra te  the 
accomplishments of many wonderful 
students. We are all grateful for the 

generosity of the donors, as well as as 
those who support our students on so 
many levels. 
 
One of the most memorable events of 
the year occurred in early May, as it 
does every year. The iconic event at 
HHS known as ―Spirit Night‖ filled the 
gym with students cheering for their 
own grades and supporting their ally 
grade. Filled with awe-inspiring dance 
routines, competitive relays, class 
chants, class themed videos, wall 
murals, floats, and so on, the events of 
Spirit Day/Night make for the best day 

of the school year for the hundreds of 
s tudents involved per grade. 
Congratulations to all of the classes for 
owning thei r  themes (Senior 
S h i p w r e c k ,  J u n i o r  J u k e b o x , 
Sophomore Cinema, and Freshman 
Flashback) and showing their Raider 
pride! 
 
Congratulations to the Class of 2015! 
May your futures be bright and your 
past filled with wonderful memories of 
Hillsborough High School! 
 
Have a great summer! 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal (continued) 
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evolve into pupae then into ladybugs, 
which was very exciting. Mrs. MacCrea 
and her 2nd grade class invited Mrs. Letts’ 
students to watch the release of their 
butterflies. It was a beautiful sight.  
 
Second graders at HES put the finishing 
touches on their autobiographies which 
were shared and enjoyed by all.  Students 
were surprised to learn about the day they 
were born! 
 
 
 

40 students participated in the multicultural 
show displaying their varied cultural 
backgrounds though singing in Hindi, 
Malayalam, Polish, Greek, Mandarin, 
Korean, Spanish, Vietnamese, and more. 
There were some great dancers from 
Indian traditional dance to a modern 
Bollywood version of an Irish-Indian fusion. 
We all smiled in the same language that 
day. 
 
In June, Mrs. Letts’ PM kindergarten class 
learned about the life cycle of the butterfly 
and the ladybug. They watched the larva 

All HES students and staff participated in 
the school-wide multicultural parade sharing 
their beautiful, colorful, ethnic outfits. Over 

Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal (continued) 

year at Amsterdam School! Have a great 
summer and we will see you next year! 
 

create art and the idea that everyone 
making his mark on one canvas not only 
reinforces the value of individual 
importance but the idea that individually 
they are circles or dots but together the 
dots form a piece of art. It now hangs 
proudly in our school cafeteria. 
 
Looking back, it was an exciting year at 
Amsterdam School! A year filled with 
many proud moments and many firsts. 
Together, we have made this a successful 

teacher encourages her just to make a 
mark on her paper and sign it. After Vashti 
sees her small dot framed, she begins to 
make a series of colorful dots. After an art 
show of her dots, she pays it forward by 
encouraging a boy who also feels that he 
can’t draw just as her teacher did for her. 
 
The mural was created to celebrate each 
child’s special ability and to reinforce the 
Amsterdam School’s sense of community. 
We believe everyone has the ability to 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal (continued) 
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
July 27—Board of Education meeting 
August 24—Board of Education meeting 
September 3—First day for students 
September 14—All schools closed 
September 23—All schools closed 
October 16—Half day students/In-service 
 
Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us for additional events and details.  

Upcoming Life Skills Programs in the Fall for Parents and Families—Mrs. Minda Maggio 

Family Unity Nights Program  
This is a FREE seven-week program 
for parents AND students (ages 10 – 
14) which focuses on communication 
skills, stress management, family 
bonding and family activities. The 
program will be held on Wednesdays 
starting in the Fall. The program runs 
from 6:10PM – 8:30PM and dinner is 
provided. Incentives are offered for 
families who complete the program.  
 
Parent Learning Community (PLC)  
This is a five-week program that will 
h e l p  y o u  h a v e  m e a n i n g f u l 
conversation with your kids and stay 
up-to-date about youth alcohol/drug 

The 15 Minute Child Break  
This is a FREE, one-hour, interactive 
Power Point presentation that informs, 
encourages and empowers parents to 
listen and communicate effectively with 
their children in order to prevent 
substance abuse. The 15 Minute Child 
Break presentation is supported by 
research which demonstrates that kids 
who communicate regularly with their 
parents about their daily activities are 67% 
less likely to be involved with substance 
abuse than children who have little or no 
communication. This program will be held 
in the Fall at the Hillsborough Middle 
School in the Media Center. The exact 
date will be announced in the fall. 

trends and technology safety. 
Connect with other parents who want 
to be involved and INFORMED! A 
small program fee ($15) includes a 
PLC handbook and t-shirt. This 
program will have a daytime session 
and an evening session starting in the 
Fall.  The exact dates will be 
announced in the fall. 
 
To get more information or to sign 
up for any of these valuable 
programs, please contact: 

Minda Maggio 
District Life Skills Coordinator 

mmaggio@htps.us 
(908) 431-6600 ext. 2809 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa Antunes (continued) 

 Plan family menus and assist in 
preparation of dinner by shopping for 
groceries while remaining within a 
budget 

 
 Plan mini-vacations or day trips by 

collecting travel folders, marking 
highway routes on a map, locating 
the destination utilizing a map app, 
estimate daily mileage and costs 

 

 Reflect on each event and write 
about it in a journal or notebook 

 
However your family chooses to spend 
the summer, be sure to make it 
healthy, meaningful, and fun! The 
memories created today will be with 
you long after this summer comes to a 
close. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.hillsborough.k12.nj.us/Page/67
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

